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EYFS Curriculum
In the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum there are seven areas. The first three 
areas highlighted in blue are called the Prime areas.  These areas are always in 
action for a child.   In every activity the child is experiencing feelings and developing 
a sense of self and others, is physically engaged through their senses and 
movements, and is learning to understand and communicate with others.  Therefore 
theses prime areas open up the door for children to access the specific areas. 

1.Personal and Social Development  
Self Regulation, Managing self,building relationships

2.Communication and language
Listening, attention and Understanding, Speaking,

3.Physical Development
Gross Motor Skills, Fine motor skills

4. Literacy
Comprehension, Word Reading, Writing

5. Maths
Number, Numerical patterns

6.Understanding the World
Past and present, People, culture and communities, Natural World

7. Expressive Art and Design.
Creating with materials, Being imaginative and expressive



How do we teach these different areas 
of learning?

Our planning of what we are going to teach starts with your child.  Through 
careful observations we can identify what interests your child, how they like 
to learn and what their next steps of learning will be.  The classroom is set up 
so resources are easily accessible so children can learn independently both 
inside and outside.  Children have long periods of time to explore activities 
that interest them in our continuous provision. During the day there are short 
adult led sessions where children are taught skills such as phonics and 
mathematics.  We also share stories as a class and have time to reflect on our 
learning every day.



Characteristics of effective Learning and teaching

In Pine Class we encourage children to be curious, 
enthusiastic and energetic towards their learning.  We 
want to make sure children have the ability to adapt to 
different situations and to have the resilience to bounce 
back when faced with challenges.  We also want the 
children to be able to regulate and discuss their feelings 
and to have the vocabulary to communicate effectively.  
Observations are made on the children to see how they 
are learning and how they are accessing the resources in 
the classroom. Our school values tie in with the 
characteristics of effective learning so there is lots of talk 
in the classroom about how we can become better 
learners.



Characteristics of effective learning



Reading
• We share stories everyday in Pine class and we have a book corner in our 

classroom where children can choose books to look at with their friends.  We also 
have a library where children can choose to take home a book every Friday.  

• Phonic sessions have already started.  We have phonics every day, each session 
lasts about 20 minutes. Books are changed on a Monday and your child will keep 
the book for the week and a new book will be issued on the following Monday . 
Please keep  reading folders in your child's bag so that they have them at school 
every day.  



Writing

• Resources are available at all times and in all areas for children to mark 
make.  We encourage children to share information with us or tell us their 
own stories.  At this early stage  we scribe their thoughts for them.  As they 
become more confident with their phonics children soon begin to use their 
phonic skills in their writing.

• During our phonic sessions children will be learning to form  letter shapes.  
Some children may find this difficult as they may not have the fine motor 
skills needed to write. Through observing carefully we will plan activities in 
our continuous provision that will help children to develop the skills 
needed to write. 

• This term we will be encouraging children to recognise and write their 
names.

 



In reception we follow the Mastering Number approach. Number is 
taught Monday to Thursday. and we focus on shape and measures on a 
Friday.  This term children will focus on previous experiences of number 
from their home and nursery environments, and further develop their 
subitising and counting skills.  They will begin to compare sets of 
objects and use the language of comparison.

 We follow  the White Rose Matths Scheme for shape and measures.  
This term we will be focusing on comparing capacity,size and mass.  
We will also be exploring patterns and 2D shapes.

Mathematics
Mastering Number



We teach phonics through the Little Wandle letters and sounds phonic 
programme. Research shows that when phonics is taught in a structured way 
– starting with the easiest sounds and progressing through to the most 
complex – it is the most effective way of teaching young children to read. It is 
particularly helpful for children aged 5 to 7 

During our phonic sessions children will learn new sounds and will learn how 
to write the letters that represent these sounds.  Children will learn to 
segment and blend words and will also be taught tricky words, words that 
cannot be sounded out such as the, you, we. Children can then use this 
knowledge to ‘de-code’ new words that they hear or see. This is the first 
important step in learning to read.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk
The Little Wandle website has a great section for parents which explains how 
phonics is taught through this scheme, support for parents and information 
on the types of books coming home.

Phonics

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/


What does my child’s school week look like?
 

 

 





Rewards
• We have a golden star reward system where children all have 

their names on the star chart.  If they are noticed by a 
member of staff following the school values they will be 
awarded a gold star.  This will be put on their chart.  Once a 
child gets 10 stars they can choose a prize from the golden 
box. 



Special star of the Week
Each Week a child is chosen to be the special star of the week.  They will choose 
a badge to wear and will be given special responsibilities to undertake such as 
helping to organise the snack time, be at the front of the line when lining up and 
general help around the classroom.  All children will get a turn at being the 
special star of the week each term.



How to help your child at home
• Encourage your child to put their own coat on and do up their zip.  

Encourage them to be as independent as possible when going to the toilet.

• Support them with their reading and sound knowledge every day.

• Encourage lots of talk at home, involve your child in lots of conversation.

• Read stories and sing rhymes  to your child as much as possible.

• Count steps, cars etc when out and about, point out numbers in the 
environment.

• Arrange playdates with friends so children have experience of sharing 
ideas and taking turns with toys and games.

• Encourage mark making at home.  This doesn’t have to be writing.  It could 
be painting, making marks in sand, soil shaving foam etc.

• The children walk to forest school and down the steps for swimming and 
to the church when needed. The more walking you do as a family the more 
stamina they will have when walking at school. 



Important things to remember

• Children must bring a coat to school every day.  We encourage children to 
put on their own coats so please check their coats can easily be zipped up. 

• All children must swim on a Thursday unless they have a medical note 
from the doctor.  They will need a separate bag for swimming things.

• Please can all girls come to school on a Thursday and Friday in leggings or 
jogging bottoms.  This makes it so much easier for forest school and 
swimming.

• Please ensure your child’s belongings are labelled.

• School shoes must be worn to school.  We encourage your child to be 
independent with putting on and taking off their own shoes so laces are 
not suitable for school shoes or PE trainers. 

• Reading folders must come to school every day. The green school bag is a 
good choice as it enables your child to be more independent when sorting 
their belongings.  If your child has a rucksack please ensure  it can be 
opened and closed with ease and it is big enough for their reading folder.



Autumn Term




