Peaslake Free School – Forest School
Skills Progression

	Skill
	Early Years
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Nature Connection
	Observing their environment. Introduction to flora and fauna in their woodland setting.
Introduction to caring and respecting our environment
	Knowing the names of the common flora and fauna in the woodland setting. 
Observing the seasons and the plant lifecycles.
Caring and looking after the woodland. 
	Expanding their knowledge of flora and fauna.
Observing the seasons, the weather and plant lifecycles. 
Becoming custodians and ambassadors for our woodland environment. 

	Creativity
	Using natural materials to create artwork initiated by an adult with some adult help. 
Using their own imagination to mould their own ideas into the task. 
Talk about what they have created.
	Collecting and using natural materials to create their own artwork independently, once the activity has been initiated by an adult. 
Talk about what they have created.
	Collecting and using natural materials to create their own version of an initiated activity. 
Explaining clearing how their creation evolved and their ideas behind it.

	Physical Confidence in a woodland setting
	Gaining confidence exploring their setting independently. 
Learning to travel safely over rough ground. 
Carrying and playing with sticks safely.
	Gaining confidence climbing and scrambling over obstacles. 
Carrying and playing with sticks safely. 
	Climbing and exploring with confidence. Looking out for the younger children in the woodland. 

	Using tools
	Introduction to using peelers for whittling. Using a hammer safely for leaf bashing. Using a bowsaw with an adult.
Understanding where to stand safely and not to approach a friend using a tool. 
	Using peelers confidently, using hammers safely for leaf bashing and using a palm drill, with adult supervision.
Using the bow saw confidently with an adult. 
Understanding the concept of a blood bubble and safe distances when using tools. 
	Independently, using peelers, hammers and palm drills, with adult supervision.
Using the bow saw with an adult or with a peer with adult supervision. 
Using a small knife to whittle with adult supervision if they wish to move onto to this skill. 


	Fire Skills
	Understanding the fire safety rules. 
Introducing fire lighting with cotton wool and a fire steel. 
Cooking a marshmallow on a fire with adult supervision. 
	Understanding the fire safety rules. 
Practising fire lighting with cotton wool and a fire steel. 
Collecting wood for a fire. 
Cooking a marshmallow on a fire with adult supervision. 

	Understanding the fire safety rules. 
Confident fire lighting with cotton wool and a fire steel. 
Collecting wood for a fire and grading the sticks. 
Helping lay and light the fire with adult supervision. 
Cooking marshmallows and other items on the fire. 

	Den Building
	Introducing the concept of shelter and what we are sheltering from. The wind, rain and sun. 
Making simple dens with the help of an adult.
	Making larger dens, looking at where to site a den. Making a den with wood and a den using a tarp with adult help. 
	Making large well-constructed dens independently. Selecting the correct material. Good site selection.
Working independently. 

	Collaborating with your peers in the woodland
	Communicating with your peers. Extending your vocabulary. Learning to work well in a group. 
	Working well in a group. Listening to you peers. Giving your ideas confidently.
	Listening to ideas from your peers. Coordinating ideas and being a cooperative team member. Taking the lead when needed.



